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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions.   
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  St. Theresa Community Center___________________________________ 
Other names/site number:  N/A_______________________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
      ________________________________________________________________________ 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number:  400 East High Street_________________________________________ 
City or town:  Grants________ State:  NM___ County:  Cibola____ Zip Code:  87020____ 
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this   X   nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property   X_ meets ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      
 ___national                  ___statewide           _X_local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  
_X_A       ___B           _X_C           ___D         
 

 
    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 
______________________________________________ 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 
In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   
     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title:                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain): _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 
 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 
 

Private:  
 

 Public – Local 
 

 Public – State  
 

 Public – Federal  
 

 
 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s) 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  

 
 

 

X
 
   
  

 
  

 
  

X
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 
              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
______1______   _____  0 _____  buildings 

 
______0______   _____  0______  sites 
 
______1______   ____ _ 1 _____  structures  
 
______0______   ______0______  objects 
 
______2______   ______1______  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ___0____ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Recreation and Culture: gymnasium 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Recreation and Culture: gymnasium 
 Religion: church school 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 
7. Description  

 
 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 No Style____________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property:  Stone: sandstone, Wood, Glass, Asphalt 

 
 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The St. Theresa Community Center is located on High Street, between Rio San Jose to the north 
and Route 66 to the south. The landform called Malpais (lava rock) is further south and is 
bisected by Interstate 40. North and west of the community center is the Black Mesa and the 
West Grants Ridge. The community center is located on a parcel with St. Teresa of Avila Church 
and the St. Teresa School. The community is large with sandstone walls and a segmental arch 
roof supported with bowstring trusses. The building includes a full-court gymnasium, front 
classrooms, and classrooms, kitchen, and cafeteria in the basement. Local clergy planned and 
organized the construction of the community center, but the land, labor, building materials, and 
donations were given by residents and businesses. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
The St. Theresa Community Center is a large, sandstone building with front classrooms, a full-
court gymnasium, and a basement, which was renovated in 1974, for classrooms used for 
religious instruction. The building was not used for religious instruction between its dedication in 
1951 until 1974. 
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Construction, which was led by the local clergy, was a community enterprise. The Bond 
Gunderson Company donated one city block for the community center and an adjoining block 
was bought by the diocese. The city vacated streets to allow the church to consolidate its 
property into one parcel. Construction began on March 12, 1948, with the hauling of Malpai for 
the foundation. The New Mexico Timber Company loaned their heavy equipment for excavating 
work and for moving lumber. Salvador Milan donated 18,000 tons of sandstone from a quarry on 
the Milan Ranch. Auro Caltaneo provided the plans for the building and supervised the 
construction. By July 13, 1948, the walls were completed to the first floor. Funds from the Most 
Reverend Bernard Espelage, Bishop of Gallup, and donations from parishioners, were used to 
pay the stonemasons and laborers. On weekends students operated heavy trucks spreading gravel 
and dirt on the site. St. Teresa parishioners and citizens donated their time and labor and 
organized fundraisers.  
 
By December 1, 1949, the stone walls were finished, and a subfloor covered the gymnasium. The 
roof was supported by bow-string trusses, which were bolted down on November 7, 1950. Wood 
sheathing, donated by the Grants Lumber and Box Company, formed the sub-roof on which 
asphalt roofing was laid. The beech wood flooring in the gymnasium was ready for use in 
February 1951. The electrical work was finished April and in August, the front lounges and 
lobby were plastered, and the floors were covered with rubber tile. The basement was given was 
unfinished, except for a concrete floor.   
 
The exterior of the community center is sandstone laid in random coursed ashlar (Photos 1-2, 4-
5, and 8). Crosses appear in the stonework at irregular intervals (Photo 6, center right). The one-
story front section is covered with a gable roof and asphalt shingles. The main façade includes 
the main entrance and four original steel-frame picture windows. Concrete stairs lead to the 
double-door entrance. The corner stone is located on the east side of the main façade (Photo 3). 
The gymnasium is the largest part of the building. It is covered with a segmental arch roof. The 
tall walls of the gymnasium are supported on all sides by pilasters or buttresses (Photos 4-8). The 
side windows have been filled with brick and glass block so that the interior is illuminated with 
cross-shaped lights (Photo 5). The windows were rebuilt in between 1969 and the early 1970s to 
prevent vandalism. 
 
The interior includes, in the front, the entrance lobby with stairs down to the basement (Photos 9-
10). The stairwell is surround by an iron fence, with crosses, and six, large concrete bollards. The 
floor, at the front entrance, reads “St. Theresa Community Center” and behind the stairs at the 
entrance to the gymnasium, “A Healthy Mind in A Healthy Body.” The ceiling is decorated with 
a large cross and a New Mexico Zia symbol. The front area includes two lounges, which were 
used for arts and crafts lessons. One lounge was decorated in Spanish motif and the other in 
Pueblo Indian motif. The front also includes boys’ and girls’ restrooms.  
 
The main entrance leads to the gymnasium (Photos 10), a large open space, which seats 1,500, 
for sporting events and other entertainments (Photos 11-12). The walls are uncoursed random 
ashlar. The interior includes a beech floor of the basketball court, which measures 75 x 126 feet. 
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The bowstring trusses are visible, and lights are suspended from the ceiling. Wood bleachers, 
donated by Grants veterans, are located on each side. A frame snack bar is located in north 
corner and (Photos 12-13) an electronic scoreboard is mounted on the wall in the south corner 
(Photo 11). 
 
In 1974, the basement was renovated with classrooms, a kitchen, and a cafeteria for religious 
instruction (Photos 14-15). A corridor leads from the stairs in the front to the cafeteria at the rear. 
Four classrooms line the corridor. They feature drywall, wood paneling, drop-ceilings, and carpet 
over the concrete floor. Similar finishes appear in the cafeteria.   
 
St. Theresa Community Center was dedicated on Labor Day September 3, 1951. The Reverend 
Bishop Espelage blessed the building. The community center hosted a variety of activities that 
include sports: first it was volleyball and later basketball, badminton, roller skating, and dancing.  
Local organizations used the center for birthdays and Halloween and Christmas parties. The 
school district basketball tournament was held in the center in 1953 and the home games of the 
Grants High School basketball team were played at the center during the 1952 and 1953 seasons.   
 
 
Historic Integrity 
The St. Theresa Community Center retains a high level of historic integrity. It retains its original 
location and setting. Most significantly, it retains its historic design, materials, and workmanship. 
These aspects of integrity convey the building’s significance as a community center built by 
members of the Grants community under the direction of the local Catholic parish and 
committed to serving the city’s youth through secular activities.  
 
 
Contributing and Noncontributing Resources 
 
St. Theresa Community Center is counted as one contributing building. 
The gravel parking lot is counted as one contributing structure. 
 
The swing set is counted as one noncontributing structure.  
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_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 
 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 

X
 
  

X
 
  

 
  

 

X
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
Entertainment/Recreation  
Architecture_________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
1951-1972__________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 1951—St. Theresa Community Center completed  
 ___________________ 

___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
N/A__________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 Caltaneo, Auro (general contractor) 
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The St. Theresa Community Center is eligible for listing in the National Register at the local 
level under National Register Criterion A in the area of entertainment/recreation because it 
provided a place where youth and adult residents gathered for sporting events, cultural activities, 
and popular entertainments. The community center was planned and built by the local parish 
church with labor and materials donated by the community. The center hosted local youth 
sporting competitions and activities and popular traveling exhibition basketball teams, magic 
shows, and musical acts. 
 
The St. Theresa Community Center is eligible for listing in the National Register at the local 
level under National Register Criterion C in the area of architecture because the community 
center, completed in 1951, was founded by Reverend Gerard Geier, a Franciscan Priest assigned 
to the St. Teresa of Avila Parish in 1946.  He immediately saw the need for a secular recreation 
center for the young people in Grants. Father Gerard planned and organized the construction, but 
the land, labor, building materials, and donations were given by residents and businesses. 
Contributions of local building materials included the malpai (lava rock) for the foundation and 
18,000 tons of sandstone for the walls. The New Mexico Timber Company loaned heavy 
equipment for excavating work and for moving lumber. Donations from parishioners were used 
to pay the stonemasons and laborers. On weekends students operated heavy trucks spreading 
gravel and dirt on the site. The community center remains the largest enclosed space in the city 
of Grants. The St. Theresa Community Center is also significant in the area of architecture 
because it is an excellent representative example of a community center, a building type 
constructed throughout New Mexico, especially during the Great Depression 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
St. Theresa Community Center was an important facility in the area of entertainment/recreation 
in the community of Grants in Cibola County, New Mexico. It provided space for secular 
activities, such as sports, including volleyball, basketball, badminton, roller skating, and dancing. 
The Grants school district basketball tournament was held at the center in 1953 and the home 
games of Grants High School basketball team were played at the center during the 1952 to 1953 
season. The community center was open evenings with a full schedule of activities for all age 
groups. The Girl Scouts and Brownies used the center and boxing classes were held every 
Tuesday and Thursday evening. Beginning in 1952, wrestling matches attracted large crowds. 
Basketball exhibitions were also popular, including the Harlem Clowns, an African American 
exhibition team that played from 1934-1983, and the Harlem Roadkings, a spin-off of the 
original Harlem Globetrotters. More than exhibitions, the community center is significant 
because it provided a safe place for the youth of Grants to participate in constructive after-school 
activities and sports from 1951-1972.  
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St. Theresa Community Center is significant in the area of architecture because it was built with 
local materials, is the largest enclosed space in Grants, and it is an excellent example of the 
community center building type in New Mexico. The building type has no defined plan or 
appearance, but most community centers in the state include multiple rooms for children’s 
activities and large indoor or outdoor spaces for children’s play. Some, like St. Theresa 
Community Center, feature a gymnasium, single, large space for sports, activities, and 
entertainment programs. Many of the state’s community centers were built during the Great 
Depression.    
  
The Heights Community, built in 1940, was constructed in the Spanish-Pueblo Revival-style, 
which includes adobe walls and vigas, and a central courtyard for outdoor play.  The interior 
features nine small rooms for class, crafts, and other activities and large dance hall, for dances 
and other performances. 
 
The Barelas Community Center is a one-story adobe building with three sides organized around 
a central courtyard. Completed in 1942 in the Hispano neighborhood of Barelas, the building is 
an excellent example of the Spanish-Pueblo Revival style, with its central courtyard, adobe 
construction, flat roof, wood doors, and iron hardware. The interior is organized around the 
community room, or dance hall, which occupies the full length of the west end of the building. 
Six small activity rooms form the wings on the north and south sides. 
 
The Mountainair Municipal Auditorium, also called the community center, was built between 
1934-1936. It is a two-story sandstone building organized around a large auditorium.  The roof 
and balcony level are supported by four massive wood posts. The city planned a building which 
could hold basketball games and town meetings. The auditorium remains one of the most 
visually and socially prominent buildings in town. 
 
Buildings that were converted to community centers include Hillsboro High School, built in 
1922, now Hillsboro Community Center. The small Fort Sumner Women’s Club, built in 1938, 
served as a U.S.O. center during the Second World War and later hosted cultural, political, and 
social events. 
 
 
Criterion Consideration A 
 
Criterion Consideration A for properties owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes. The community center, which is part of larger parcel that includes a church and 
religious school, is owned by the Roman Catholic Church of the Diocese of Gallup. The 
community center includes religious imagery but remained secular in its use from 1951 until 
1974, when the basement was renovated for religious education. Its secular purpose was 
identified at the dedication ceremony in 1951. The program for the ceremony states, “The St. 
Theresa Community Center is dedicated to the youth of all ages for the purpose of providing 
recreational and social activities that may result in providing a spirit of justice and sportsmanship 
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that will lead to a fuller and better understanding among men and tend to promote an 
appreciation of the valuable freedoms we enjoy as Americans under God.”  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Developmental history/additional historic context information  
 
Reverend Gerard Geier, a Franciscan Priest assigned to the St. Teresa of Avila Parish in 1946, 
immediately saw the need for a recreation center for the young people in Grants. Father Gerard 
planned and organized the construction, but the land, labor, building materials, and donations 
were given by residents and businesses. The Reverend Bishop Espelage dedicated and blessed 
the community center on Labor Day September 3, 1951. Father Gerard’s work in creating the 
community center was essential, but he was quick to minimize his part in the center. “It has been 
a community project from the start,” he explained, “with almost everyone pitching in or else we 
would never have accomplished what we have.”1  
 
The community center was first used for sports, such as volleyball. Later basketball, badminton, 
roller skating, and dancing were introduced. Birthday, Halloween, and Christmas parties were 
held at the center. The Grants school district basketball tournament was held at the center in 
1953 and the home games of Grants High School basketball team were played at the center 
during the 1952-1953 season.   
 
The community center was open evenings with a full schedule of activities for all age groups.  
Junior membership for school-age children, including high school, cost $1.00 per month. 
Graduates and adults paid $2.00 for a monthly membership. Membership entitled the card holder 
to all activities held at the center, including baton twirling, volleyball, social dancing, square 
dancing, tennis, badminton, roller skating, crafts, hobbies, art class, archery and first aid.  
 
The Girl Scouts and Brownies used the center for their weekly meetings. Boxing classes were 
held every Tuesday and Thursday evening. Wedding receptions, bridal showers, and baby 
showers were held at the community center. A phonograph-radio, which was donated by a friend 
of Father Gerard, provided music for dance parties. The center grew in popularity, especially 
among the school-age kids. 
 
The New Mexico Recreation Association held its 1952 Recreation Association Conference at the 
St. Theresa Community Center on March 22, 1952. The program included Youth in Action, See 
a New Community Center, Organizing the Community for Recreation, and the Cigarette Tax in 
Recreation Financing, Public Schools and Community Recreation, Guest Speakers from National 
Recreational Association, Election of Officers and Indian Dances. Sky City Dancers from 
Acoma performed at the community center, which was broadcast on the radio on KOB in 
Albuquerque.   
  

 
1 The Los Angeles Examiner, September 2, 1951. 
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Beginning in 1952, Mike Landon presented his weekly wrestling card. Phil Ober, a movie star 
who, with his wife, Vivian Vance, had a summer home in the area, was a fan of Landon 
wrestling. The wrestling matches attracted people from throughout the county. Mike Landon 
wrestling performed at the community center for several years in the 1950s. 
 
The Harlem Clowns was an African American exhibition basketball team that played from 1934 
to 1983. The team, based in Chicago, was founded by Al “Runt” Pullins. The Harlem Clowns 
played in exhibition basketball games in the community center in 1953 and 1954. The Harlem 
Roadkings was a spin-off of the original Harlem Globetrotters. They played at the community 
center on February 15, 1953. The popular Harlem Roadkings made several return performances 
to the community center. Hazel Walker and her Arkansas Travelers, an all-female basketball 
team, provided accurate shooting and expert ballhandling. Hazel Walker played a men’s team at 
the center in September 1953.  
 
Magician Arnold Furst presented “Mysteries Around the World.” Furst was one of America’s 
most renowned childrens’ entertainers a leading professional magician. Furst performed at the 
community center in the summer of 1953 to students in the Grants area. The community center 
also hosted Dick Bills and his Sandia Mountain Men, who performed at a western dance on July 
21, 1953. Glen Campbell, Dick Bill’s nephew, was the lead guitarist and singer, who left the 
band for a solo career.   
 
Annual events hosted at the community center included: the Knights of Columbus New Years’ 
Eve Dance; St. Theresa Catholic Church Fiesta; the Grants schools Local and Regional Science 
Fair; and the City of Grants Arts & Crafts Show. The City of Grants Tennis League used the 
community center for weekly practice and tournaments and the city Recreational Department 
used the gymnasium for the city basketball league. The community center was used to aid 
travelers on Interstate-40 during inclement weather.  
 
The Fiesta de Colores took root in 1995 when a group of community leaders sought to create 
awareness of the Hispanic culture and traditions. The Fiesta de Colores included all cultures in 
the area and became one of the biggest events in Cibola County. The first fiesta has continued to 
the present and includes the crowning of fiesta queens, the presentation of  awards, car shows, 
talent shows, and Mariachi Mass.   
 
The gymnasium retains its original beech wood flooring and its bleachers.  The necessary repairs 
to the roof of the front portion of the building, which include the entrance to the building and 
lobby, did not change the appearance of the building.  The side windows of the gymnasium were 
enclosed with brick to form a cross and did not change he    
appearance of the building. 
 
Many improvements and additions were made since the dedication.  Bleachers were built by 
local veterans, as were chairs and tables for the lounges.  One lounge was decorated in Spanish 
motif and the other in Pueblo Indian motif. The cement on the basement began to crumble after 
several months of roller skating and a hardwood floor was laid over the cement, A kitchen was 
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built in the basement making it possible to serve hot meals at bazaar time and for other events.  
Butane heaters were installed, and later changed over to natural gas when it became available.     
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
9. Major Bibliographical References  
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
____ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: St. Theresa Community Center, Grants, New Mexico 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _______________ 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property _1.64 acres__________ 
 
 

 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrees) 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1. Latitude: 35.149950  Longitude: -107.844073 

 
2. Latitude: 35.149235  Longitude: -107.844567 

 
3. Latitude: 35.149614  Longitude: -107.845296 

 
4. Latitude: 35.150315  Longitude: -107.844773 
 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
The nominated property is indicated by a heavy red line on an attached map drawn to scale 
and corresponding to the points of latitude and longitude. 

 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
  
The nominated boundary includes the intact parcel historically associated with St. Theresa 
Community Center.  The National Register boundary is part of a larger parcel that includes 
St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Church and St. Teresa School. 
 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title:  Corrine C. Padilla____________________________ 
organization:  St. Theresa Parish__________________________ 
street & number: (left blank)______________________________  
city or town:  Grants          state: New Mexico      zip code: 87020 
e-mail   fcpadilla1944@gmail.com________________________  
telephone:  505 290-1344________________________________ 
date:  November 15, 2021________________________________ 
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State Historic Preservation Office 
name/title: Steven Moffson, State and National Register Coordinator 
organization:  New Mexico Historic Preservation Division________  
street & number:  407 Galisteo Street, Suite 236________________  
city or town:   Santa Fe______ state:  New Mexico_____ zip:  87501  
telephone:  505.476.0444___________________________________ 
date:  February 14, 2022____________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
    

•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
  
 
Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph. 
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Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  St. Theresa Community Center 
 
City or Vicinity:  Grants 
 
County:  Cibola     State:  New Mexico 
 
Photographer:  Steven Moffson; Corrine Padilla photos 3, 9-10.  
 
Date Photographed:  April 30, 2021 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 
1 of 15. Main façade, photographer facing northeast. 
 
2 of 15. Main façade, detail, photographer facing northeast. 
 
3 of 15. Cornerstone, main facade, photographer facing northeast. 
 
4 of 15. Main façade and west side, photographer facing east. 
 
5 of 15. West elevation, photographer facing southeast. 
 
6 of 15. Stonework with cross, west side, photographer facing southeast. 
 
7 of 15. West side and rear, photographer facing south. 
 
8 of 15. Rear elevation, photographer facing southwest. 
 
9 of 15. Interior, entrance lobby and stairwell, photographer facing southwest. 
 
10 of 15. Interior, entrance stairwell with gymnasium (background), photographer facing 
northeast. 
 
11 of 15. Interior, gymnasium, photographer facing south. 
 
12 of 15. Interior, gymnasium, photographer facing northeast. 
 
13 of 15. Interior, snack bar in gymnasium, photographer facing north. 
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14 of 15. Interior, basement classroom, photographer facing northeast. 
 
15 of 15. Interior, basement cafeteria, photographer facing northeast. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). We may not conduct or sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
currently valid OMB control number. 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 1 
and Tier 4 levels with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows: 
 

Tier 1 – 60-100 hours 
Tier 2 – 120 hours 
Tier 3 – 230 hours 
Tier 4 – 280 hours 

 
The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting 
nominations. Send comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information 
Collection Clearance Officer, National Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525. 
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Location Map 
St. Theresa Community Center 
Grants, Cibola County, New Mexico 
 
National Register boundary 
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Sketch Map 
St. Theresa Commuity Center 
Grants, Cibola County, New Mexico 
Approximate scale: one inch = fifty feet  
National Register boundary 
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Reverend Gerard Geier, Planner and Director of Building; Auro Caltaneo, General 
Contractor, and unnamed Sub Contractor 

 

 
Construction of masnory walls and bowstring arches, c.1950  
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Construction of bowstring arches, c.1950  
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St. Theresa Community Center, c.1970   
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Schedule of Events, 1950s  
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Dick Bills and his Sandia Mountain Gang, 1950s 
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Harlem Clowns poster, 1953-1954 
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Harlem Roadkings correspondence, 1952 
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Magician Arnold Furst presents “Mysteries Around the World,” 1953 
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Photographs 

 

 
1 of 15. Main façade, photographer facing northeast. 

 

 
2 of 15. Main façade, detail, photographer facing northeast. 
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3 of 15. Cornerstone, main facade, photographer facing northeast. 

 

 
4 of 15. Main façade and west side, photographer facing east. 
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5 of 15. West elevation, photographer facing southeast. 

 

 
6 of 15. Stonework with cross, west side, photographer facing southeast. 
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7 of 15. West side and rear, photographer facing south. 

 

 
8 of 15. Rear elevation, photographer facing southwest. 
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9 of 15. Interior, entrance lobby and stairwell, photographer facing southwest. 
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10 of 15. Interior, entrance stairwell with gymnasium (background), 
photographer facing northeast. 

 

 
11 of 15. Interior, gymnasium, photographer facing south. 
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12 of 15. Interior, gymnasium, photographer facing northeast. 

 
 
 

 
13 of 15. Interior, snack bar in gymnasium, photographer facing north. 
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14 of 15. Interior, basement classroom, photographer facing northeast. 

 
 
 

 
15 of 15. Interior, basement cafeteria, photographer facing northeast. 
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