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State of New Mexico Cultural Properties Review Committee 
 
Regular Hybrid Meeting Friday, April 3, 2026 1:00PM 
 

DRAFT MINUTES  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Mr. Toya called the Cultural Properties Review Committee to order at 1:00pm.  

 
Chairman Toya stated that the CPRC is both a policy-making and advisory board. It was established under 
the 1969 Cultural Properties Act. We serve as a professional board charged with identifying and advising 
on the protection of the state's cultural properties. CPRC meetings are run by parliamentary procedure. Any 
action taken by the committee during this meeting will be done by roll call vote. An added dimension of 
meeting virtually both in person and virtually, I'm asking for your patience as we follow these procedures in 
this hybrid setting. And finally, discussion on any agenda item may be suspended, and no committee action 
will be taken in the event there is an interruption in the audio and or video, which impacts our ability to 
move forward. And we will only resume when the issue is resolved. Let the record show that we have several 
guests here today. We will get to all the guests as we get to your portion of the agenda, unless there's someone 
that needs to be recognized at this time. With no response we will now call the roll and see if we have a 
quorum. Ms. Rubio. 

 
Ms. Irene Rubio took the roll call, and it was determined that a quorum was present. 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Mr. Ronald Toya (Chair) 
Mr. Garron Yepa 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT VIA ZOOM: 
Dr. Kelly Jenks (Vice Chair) 
Dr. Audra Bellmore (Secretary) 
Dr. Matthew Bandy 
Mr. Rob Martinez 
Mr. Francico Uviña 
Ms. Tina Reames 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Dr. Hanna Mattson 
 
HPD STAFF PRESENT IN PERSON: 
Michelle Ensey, State Historic Preservation Officer 
Matthew Saionz, Historian, Tax Credits & Historic Markers 
Irene Rubio, Senior Business Operations Analyst 
 
HPD STAFF PRESENT VIA ZOOM: 
Jessica Badner, Archaeological Review/ Permitting Program/SiteWatch Coordinator 
Cortney Wands, State Archaeologist, Archaeological Review 
Steven Moffson, Historian / State and National Register Coordinator / Architectural Review 
 



Page 2 of 10 
 

OTHERS PRESENT VIA ZOOM: 
Douglas Alsup, Department of Justice 
Joseph Birkmann 
Thatcher A. Seltzer-Rogers 
Marcelina Gallegos 
Benno Lee 
Maria Hronich-Comer 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Member Mr. Yepa made a motion to approve the agenda as written. Member Ms. Reames seconded the 
motion. The Chair inquired if there is any further discussion, not hearing any, continue with roll call. Ms. 
Rubio initiated a roll call vote, and the motion passed unanimously. 

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 
 
February 13, 2026 
 
Member Mr. Yepa made a motion to approve the minutes from February 13, 2026, as written. Member Ms. 
Reames seconded the motion. The Chair inquired if there is any further discussion, not hearing any, continue 
with roll call. Ms. Rubio initiated a roll call vote, and the motion passed unanimously. 

4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

Chair Mr. Toya updated the CPRC with the following information: 
 
Mr. Toya stated he took care of administrative issues that came up, just routine things working with Jane 
Egan. Finished the legislative session and the budget that was presented, and the discussions regarding the 
preservation fund.  He worked with the Marker Committee, and welcomed Dr. Bellmore to the Marker 
Committee, and stated Matt will have more to say about that in his report. He acknowledged that Matt came 
back from paternity leave with a vengeance. He's got the big agenda for the Markers Committee and will 
update the CPRC.  This concludes the chairman’s report. 
 

5. STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER’S REPORT 
 

SHPO Michelle Ensey provided the CPRC with the following information: 
 
There are a few items I want to follow-up on. Regarding the state legislative session House Bill 184, 
Investment of Conservation & Legacy Fund, was signed by the Governor. This bill clarifies language and 
extends the term to study funds from 2 to 3 years for the Cultural Property Restoration Grant. In addition, 
$1,545,000 has been appropriated from the land of enchantment legacy fund to HPD for the Culture and 
Properties Restoration Fund grant. $400,000 was appropriated to DCA for the New Mexico Women’s 
Marker program. $250,000 has been appropriated to DCA to nominate El Camino Real de Teirra Adentro 
as a World Heritage site. HPD was tasked with preparing a scope of work. Karla McWilliams, and I, along 
with some assistance from Steven Moffson, drafted the scope of work and submitted it to the Secretary’s 
office this week. 
 
In other news, regarding staffing, unfortunately our top four candidates for the historic position all declined, 
so we will be re-advertising the position. We will also be advertising for two archaeological positions, one 
at ARMS and one reviewer position. The Archaeologists position has been posted, and we received our first 
list of candidates. Interviews will start in a couple of weeks. 
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We have been participating in regular planning meetings with Cornerstones Community Partnerships, and 
CPRC Members Mr. Uviña and Dr. Bellmore for the 2027 Statewide Historic Preservation Conference. The 
title for the conference is Rendezvous at ABQ: PreserveNM  '27. We are currently looking at dates and 
venues. 
 
Matt Sainoz is working on new rule revisions for the Scenic Historic Markers. The goal is to have a new 
rule by January 1, 2027. 
 
Ms. Ensey also mentioned that Fort Wingate Historic District (Boundary Increase) which was listed to the 
State Register of Cultural Properties by the Committee on June 6, 2025, was recently listed to the National 
Register of Historic Places on March 13th. Congratulations to Steven for getting that complicated nomination 
over the finish line. We are pleased that the Bureau of Indian Affairs was supportive of the nomination. This 
concludes the SHPO report. 
 

6. COMMITTEE MATTERS 
a. Heritage Preservation Awards Ceremony 

SHPO Michelle Ensey provided the CPRC with the following information: 

Ms. Ensey sent a calendar invitation to staff and CPRC members. The Heritage Preservation Awards 
Ceremony will be held on May 29th at 1:00pm at the National Hispanic Cultural Center in the Bank of 
America Theatre (1701 4th St SW, Albuquerque, NM 87102). Mr. Toya commented that it is the first time 
that we haven't held it in Santa Fe, and we'll have it in Albuquerque. It'll be interesting to see what the 
attendance will look like, maybe even press coverage. It is going to be a little tougher on HPD staff to get 
to Albuquerque to support this, it is going to be exciting, and we are looking forward to it. Ms. Ensey 
commented we will follow the same format as last year. The reception may be a little different. Mr. Toya 
thanked the CPRC members that helped and offered suggestions for the venue. This venue should work 
well. Ms. Ensey asked the CPRC if they had any questions or concerns. Mr. Yepa and others will be 
attending an event there and will advise on the best set-up for our event.  

b. Heritage Preservation Award Nominations 

      SHPO Michelle Ensey provided the CPRC with the following information: 
 

We have five award nominations for your consideration. I'm not going to read all the text that I have sent 
to you. The purpose of this meeting is just to get approval from the committee for these awards, or if you 
have any others that you would like to propose, please do so. Here are the following nominations: 
 
1)   Heritage Preservation Award for Organizations, the Kit Carson House. 

2)   Architectural Heritage Preservation Award for the Department of Cultural Affairs for their work at 
Fort Stanton Historic Site. 

3)   Architectural Heritage Preservation Award for the New Mexico Media Academy and CNN Film 
Production Center. Rehabilitation of the boiler shop at the Albuquerque Rail Yards. 

4)   Heritage Preservation Award for Individuals, Dr. Jerry Wallace at New Mexico State University. 

5)    Lifetime Achievement Award for Dr. Rich Hendricks, a former CPRC Chair. 
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Mr. Chair commented all 5 are worthy of this nomination and recognition. I would like to go with these 5 
and if we have any additional nominations we can put on the front burner for next year's awards. The text 
for these nominations does not need approval. We will be working on getting that finely tuned. This is for 
the people and the organizations so we may notify them and make final arrangements going forward. The 
Chair asked if there was any discussion on these. Member Ms. Tina Reames commented for number   3) 
Architectural Heritage Preservation Award for the New Mexico Media Academy and CNN Film Production 
Center. Rehabilitation of the boiler shop at the Albuquerque Rail Yards. Her firm was involved in that and 
will need to recuse herself from voting. Mr. Chair acknowledge and later said it would reflect in the minutes. 
Mr. Chair asked if there was any further discussion on these five nominations. The CPRC requested a list of 
the categories for the awards. Irene will be sending them the list.  

 
Member Mr. Yepa made a motion to approve the 5 nominations. Member Mr. Uviña seconded the 
motion. The Chair inquired if there was any further discussion, not hearing any, are there any objections? 
Not hearing any objections, the motion passed unanimously with one recusal from Tina Reames. 

 

7. SUBCOMMITTEE MATTERS 
a. Cultural Properties Restoration Fund 

i. Funding Updates 

SHPO Michelle Ensey provided the CPRC with the following information: 
 

We do not have any funding updates at this time, but the staff met, and we decided we will try to get the 
2027 grant Announcement out by April 15th. With the application deadline being June 1st, that should allow 
HPD enough time to review the grants, meet with the CPRF subcommittee, and bring the list to the CPRC 
meeting for approval June 12th, depending on how many grants we receive, and how many applications we 
receive. I do not know if we will be able to meet that deadline. Karla will have her work cut out for her, 
because all PDFs now posted to our website must be ADA accessible. I revised the instruction manual, and 
the templates for the two agreements. We have decided to now execute an Intergovernmental Services 
Agreement rather than the Joint Powers Agreement based on input from general counsel. I also substantially 
revised the Preservation Agreement to eliminate the need for the agreement to be filed with the County. 
While that makes sense for private properties, it doesn’t make a lot of sense for state owned properties, and 
we were receiving a lot of questions regarding this requirement. We cleaned up a lot of language, cut out a 
lot of dates and stuff like that that are specific to each year, so that we don't have to keep revising it every 
year. In addition, we're making the minimum grant award $10,000, and the maximum award $500,000. Mr. 
Chair asked if Ms. Ensey had worked on moving to Intergovernmental Services Agreements. She stated that 
it was correct and we will no longer have joint powers agreements. Mr. Chair commented that our job is to 
get money to these organizations as quickly as we can, and their job is to get it spent as quickly as they can. 
For all kinds of reasons, costs go up and things like that. I hope the administrative parts of that have been 
smoothed out. So, I'm excited. We have a million and a half dollars to go up. So, any questions, comments 
regarding the Restoration Fund? Hearing none, Mr. Toya asked Ms. Ensey if there was any other information 
to present and she commented there is nothing further to present at this time. 

 
b. Official Scenic Historic Markers 

i. Revised Text/Location 

a) Las Cruces on the Camino Real/Las Cruces (tabled – need vote to un-table) 
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Mr. Matt Saionz advised that First, I want to welcomed Audra Bellmore to our Official Scenic Historic 
Markers subcommittee and acknowledged that she has already been a really big help, so welcome, Audra. 
Member Bellmore commented that she is excited to be on this subcommittee and acknowledges it will be 
fun to do some writing and research. Mr. Saionz commented as Michelle said, that he is working on a rule 
update for our Markers Program. Like, there’ll be more on that in the future, but it's going to be a 
comprehensive update. And it is a lot of work, but I think it'll help the program in the end. So, we're shooting 
for the new year with that as well. Mr. Saionz requested Mr. Chair, I think we need a motion to untable the 
Las Cruces on the Camino Real Marker before we can proceed. 

 
Member Mr. Yepa made a motion to untable the Las Cruces on the Camino Real Marker. Member Ms. 
Reames seconded the motion. The Chair inquired if there was any further discussion, not hearing any, are 
there any objections? Not hearing any objections, the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Mr. Saionz state that This marker was tabled at last April’s meeting after a lack of consensus on how best to 
deal with the origins of the Las Cruces placename. Let’s do a brief review. Las Cruces translates quite 
literally to “the crosses,” and the name refers to a cluster of small crosses that are believed to have been 
erected either to mark the location of a skirmish between soldiers or travelers and Apaches or, more 
specifically, the graves of those who died in the fight. While it is not very likely that the crosses marked 
actual graves, it seems that many historians favor that particular origin story. What’s more is the uncertain 
date of the alleged violence. In the 1690s, a Spanish officer observed crosses near the Organ Mountains, but 
that could have been anywhere in the area. A handful of travelers in the mid-1840s mentioned passing the 
crosses near the site of today’s city, surmising that there rested the victims of an Apache attack from a few 
years prior. According to one such account, Governor Manuel Armijo himself was directly involved in the 
incident with Apaches. Ultimately, we do not have the documentation to determine with any certainty who 
took part in the violent incident or when it occurred. Indeed, it’s quite possible that no skirmish happened at 
all! The crosses could have simply marked the location of the otherwise natural deaths of unfortunate 
travelers, not unlike descansos. The other interesting point to mention is that Las Cruces is not known to 
have been a paraje or camping site on the Camino Real de Tierra Adentro, which technically dates to the 
colonial period that ended in 1821. In fact, by the time a town was founded in 1848, the Camino Real should 
more accurately be referred to as the Chihuahua Trail. 

 
The original and proposed revised text is as follows: 

 

      
 
Following last April’s meeting, we went back to the drawing board to better handle the uncertainty 
surrounding the origins of the placename and to tie Las Cruces’ founding to the Chihuahua Trail rather than  
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the Camino Real. We also took the opportunity to explore a second side of text devoted to the city of Las 
Cruces more generally. The subcommittee drafted text, with some help from Dr. Kelly Jenks, with high-
level information on the city, the unique position of NMSU, and its importance in the state. Finally, given 
the anachronism of the original title, the subcommittee proposes dropping “on the Camino Real” entirely. 
The newly revised text reads as follows: 

 

 
 

The marker is currently located in the Roadrunner Rest Area on I-10 just across the Rio Grande to the west 
of Las Cruces. Given that the historic Camino Real/Chihuahua Trail likely passed through the heart of 
downtown Las Cruces, the subcommittee proposed a relocation to a site east of the river about 6.5 miles 
away. The appropriate committee at NMSU formally reviewed and approved the installation of the marker 
on campus in the grassy area to the east of Hadley Hall. Not only does this location get a lot of foot traffic, 
but it also aligns with Solano Drive just to the north, which is the accepted historic route of the Camino 
Real/Chihuahua Trail. NMDOT has indicated this location to be feasible on their end. 

 
Discussion was made on the wording and location, and all agreed with the outcome. 
 
Member Dr. Bellmore made a motion to approve the revised text and the approved final location by 
NMDOT for this marker. Member Dr. Jenks seconded the motion. The Chair inquired if there was any 
further discussion, not hearing any, are there any objections? Not hearing any objections, the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
This concludes Official Scenic Historic Markers. 

 
c. Tax Credits Projects: 

Member Mr. Uviña acknowledged Mr. Chair and members of the CPRC and advised that on Tuesday, 
March 24, 2026, the Architectural Subcommittee reviewed and discussed the applications for the State 
Income Tax Credit for Preservation of Cultural Property. After reviewing that material and the Tax Credit 
Memorandum, I would like to make the following motions: 

i. State Income Tax Credit Projects – Part 1 Applications: 

a) 4021-4023 Roma Avenue NE, Albuquerque 
 

Member Mr. Uviña motioned to approve the Part 1 Application for 4021-4023 Roma Avenue NE, 
Albuquerque with the following conditions and recommendations: 
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 Any expenses for the installation of new light fixtures and replacement of security doors are ineligible 
for credit and are to be separated out as such in the Part 2 application. 

 Stucco is to be cementitious and not elastomeric, acrylic, or modified with polymers. 

 Any damaged or removed brick is to replaced in kind using cement mortar. 

 It is recommended that vegetation (e.g., bushes) located near exterior walls (i.e., not in front of 
porches) is removed to protect building materials. 

 It is recommended that new conduit needed to accommodate the electrical work is run discretely, painted 
to match the stucco, and, if possible, placed on the rear façade. 

Member Dr. Bellmore seconded the motion. The Chair inquired if there is any further discussion, not 
hearing any, is there anyone opposed to this motion? Hearing none, the motion passed by unanimous 
approval. 

ii. State Income Tax Credit Projects – Part 2 Applications: 

a) 1604 Sigma Chi Road Ne, Albuquerque 
b) 1721 Silver Avenue SE, Albuquerque 
c) 316 Terrace Street SE, Albuquerque 
d) 2611 Vista Larga Avenue NE, Albuquerque 

 
Member Mr. Uviña motioned to approve the Part 2 Application for the following four properties for the 
stated eligible expenses and tax credits: 

 
Addresses                                   Eligible Expenses 50% Tax Credits 
1604 Sigma Chi Road NE, Albuquerque  $12,376.88      $6,188.44 
1721 Silver Avenue SE, Albuquerque  $46,193.65     $23,096.83 
316 Terrace Street SE, Albuquerque    $3,354.78       $1,677.39 
2611 Vista Larga Avenue NE, Albuquerque    $2,546.41       $1,273.21 
 

Member Dr. Bellmore seconded the motion. The Chair inquired if there is any further discussion, not 
hearing any, is there anyone opposed to this motion? Hearing none, the motion passed by unanimous 
approval. 

 
This concludes with tax credit matters. 

8. PERMIT MATTERS 
 

Member Dr. Bandy advised the committee that the Archaeological Subcommittee met this morning, and as 
a result of our deliberations, we'd like to propose the following motions:  

a. Applicants for Listing in the SHPO Directory under Supervisory Archaeologist/Crew Chief:  

i. Rachel Arnett  
ii. Aubrey Czaja  

iii. Van Lancaster  
iv. Jesse Lee  
v. Christopher Merriman  

vi. Tyler Molter  
vii. Mary Ownby  
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Member Dr. Bandy motioned that Rachel Arnett, Van Lancaster, Jesse Lee, Tyler Molter, and Mary 
Ownby not be so listed in the SHPO Directory under the category of Supervisory Archeologist/Crew 
Chief. Member Dr. Jenks seconded the motion. The Chair inquired if there is any further discussion, not 
hearing any, is there anyone opposed to this motion? Hearing none, the motion passed by unanimous 
approval.  
 
Member Dr. Bandy further moved that Aubrey Czaja and Christopher Merriman be so listed in the 
SHPO Directory under the category of Supervisory Archeologist/Crew Chief. Member Dr. Jenks 
seconded the motion. The Chair inquired if there is any further discussion, not hearing any, is there anyone 
opposed to this motion? Hearing none, the motion passed by unanimous approval.  
 

b. Applicants for listing in the SHPO Directory under Supervisory Archaeologist / Principal 
Investigator: 
 

i. Alan Bartholomew  
ii. Doug Drake  

iii. Tammie L. Gerke 
iv. Jacob Kovalchik  
v. Adam Vitale  

 
Member Dr. Bandy motioned Alan Bartholomew, Doug Drake, and Adam Vitale be so listed in the 
SHPO Directory under the category of Supervisory Archeologist and/ or Principal Investigator. Member 
Dr. Jenks seconded the motion. The Chair inquired if there is any further discussion, not hearing any, is 
there anyone opposed to this motion? Hearing none, the motion passed by unanimous approval.  
 
Member Dr. Bandy further moved that Tammie L. Gerke and Jacob Kovalchik not be listed in the 
SHPO Directory under the category of Supervisory Archeologist and/ or Principal Investigator. Member 
Dr. Jenks seconded the motion. The Chair inquired if there is any further discussion, not hearing any, is 
there anyone opposed to this motion? Hearing none, the motion passed by unanimous approval.  

 
c. Applicants for listing in the SHPO Directory under Principal Investigator:  

 
i. Chelsea Winter  

 
Member Dr. Bandy motioned that Chelsea Winter be so listed in the SHPO directory under Principal 
Investigator. Member Dr. Jenks seconded the motion. The Chair inquired if there was any further 
discussion, not hearing any further discussion, is there anyone opposed to this motion? Hearing none, the 
motion passed by unanimous approval.  

 
d. Applications for Listing in the SHPO Directory under Human Burial:  

 
i. Mark Williams  

ii. John Taylor-Montoya  
 

Member Dr. Bandy motioned that Mark Williams and John Taylor Montoya be so listed in the SHPO 
directory under Principal Investigator. Member Dr. Jenks seconded the motion. The Chair inquired if 
there was any further discussion, not hearing any further discussion, is there anyone opposed to this motion? 
Hearing none, the motion passed by unanimous approval.  
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e. Applications for a 3-year 2026-2028 General Investigation Permit:  
 

i. Agave Archaeology  
ii. Integrated Environmental Solutions LLC  

iii. Lithos Paleontology and Cultural Resource Consultants  
iv. UNM Office of Contract Archaeology  
v. Zia Archaeology  

 
Member Dr. Bandy motioned that Agave Archaeology, Integrated Environmental Solutions LLC, 
Lithos Paleontology and Cultural Resource Consultants, and Zia Archaeology receive their permit 
under a 3-year 2026-2028 General Investigation Permit. Member Dr. Jenks seconded the motion. The 
Chair inquired if there was any further discussion, not hearing any further discussion, is there anyone 
opposed to this motion? Hearing none, the motion passed by unanimous approval.  
 
Member Dr. Bandy further moved that the UNM Office of Contract Archaeology receive their permit 
upon receipt of requested revisions to the satisfaction of staff under a 3-year 2026-2028 General 
Investigation Permit. Member Dr. Jenks seconded the motion. The Chair inquired if there was any further 
discussion, not hearing any further discussion, is there anyone opposed to this motion? Hearing none, the 
motion passed by unanimous approval.  
 

f. Application for a 2026 Annual Permit to Excavate Human Burial(s):  
i. UNM Office of Contract Archaeology  

 
Member Dr. Bandy motioned that UNM Office of Contract Archaeology receive their permit under a 
2026 Annual Permit to Excavate Human Burial(s). Member Dr. Jenks seconded the motion. The Chair 
inquired if there was any further discussion, not hearing any further discussion, is there anyone opposed to 
this motion? Hearing none, the motion passed by unanimous approval.  
 

g. Applications for a Project Specific Permit:  
i. SE – 442 BE- 128 SWCA Historic Properties Treatment Plan for the Southline 

Transmission Project, Phase I, New Build Section Grant and Hidalgo Counties, New 
Mexico.  

ii. SE - 444 BE -130 Texas State University, San Marcos David Kilby Proposal for 2026 
archaeological survey and limited testing of the Mockingbird Gap site (LA 26748), Socorro 
County, New Mexico.  

 
Member Dr. Bandy motioned that SE – 442 BE- 128 SWCA Historic Properties Treatment Plan for the 
Southline Transmission Project, Phase I, New Build Section Grant and Hidalgo Counties, New 
Mexico. receive their permit upon receipt of requested revisions to the satisfaction of staff under a 
Project Specific Permit. Member Dr. Jenks seconded the motion. The Chair inquired if there was any 
further discussion, not hearing any further discussion, is there anyone opposed to this motion? Hearing none, 
the motion passed by unanimous approval.  
 
Member Dr. Bandy further moved that SE - 444 BE -130 Texas State University, San Marcos David 
Kilby Proposal for 2026 archaeological survey and limited testing of the Mockingbird Gap site (LA 
26748), Socorro County, New Mexico that this permit be issued to David Kelby, Principal Investigator 
under a Project Specific Permit. Member Dr. Jenks seconded the motion. The Chair inquired if there was 
any further discussion, not hearing any further discussion, is there anyone opposed to this motion? Hearing 
none, the motion passed by unanimous approval.  
 
That concludes the work of the Archaeological Subcommittee. 
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9. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS 
a. May 29, 2026 – Award Ceremony 

If possible, the CPRC would like to get together after the ceremony and catch up on things. This 
is not a meeting but a visit. Anyone is welcome to join if they can do a visit. 

b. June 12, 2026 

c. August 14, 2026 

d. October 9, 2026 

e. December 18, 2026 

 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Chair asked if there was any further discussion about any other subject. Not hearing any, and we do not need 
a motion to adjourn according to the Attorney General's office, which I thank him very much. So, I will call 
this meeting adjourned, at 2:00pm and we'll see everybody on the 29th. Thank you for your participation, 
everyone. 
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